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Introduction.

The fine collection of printed and manuscript Sansknt and Tibatan
works made by the late General Raja Sir Amar Singh of Kashmir
amply proves that he had inherited the taste for the study of the
ancient culture of India from his 1illustrious father, Maharaja Ranbar
Singh, who was one of the most enlightened among the princes of India
after the time of Akbar. In the reign of the late Maharaja, Kashmir
again nearly attained the pinnacle of fame which 1t had reachsd m the
centuries previous to the Muhammadan occupation, as a centre of
Sanskrit learning. Scholars werz invitzd from all parts of India to
take charge of the schools, libraries, and research institutions that
were established in Srinagar, Jammu, and other mmportant places. A
thoroughly qualified staff of Pandits and Maulvis was engaged in the
translation of important Persian and Arabic classics into the vernacular
and the compilation and publication of authoritative works on Hindu
Law, Ritual, Astrology, Medicine etc. Ths extent of the Maharaja's
mterest in Sanskrnit 1s revealed by the fact that h: had a military
manual prepared with the intention of replacing the English terms of
command by Sanskrit ones. Even the instructions regarding the
bringing up of the princes, lus children, and their daily time-table were
issued in Sanskrit, which incidentally shows that the young Rajas also
had ‘more than a mere passing acquaintance with the ancient language.
It 1s not, therefore, a mafter of surprise that in later life all of them
evinced keen interest in fostering a knowledge of Sanskrit and the
preparation of copics of important and rare manuscripts. The late
Raja Sir Ram Singh's manuscript library consisting of nearly two
thousand volumes has been transferred in fofo to the Raghunath
Temple Library of Jammu, but is not included in Sir Aurel Stein's
Catalogue of that Library.

The Sanskrit library of Raja Sir Amar Singh, now in the possession
of his son, General Raja Sir Harisingh,* X.C.I. E, K.C.V.0., whoss
munificence has rendered the preparation and publication of this cata-
logue possible, consists of 1325 volumes, of which, 274 are manuscripts
and the rest printed books. The subjects represented are (1) Veda and
Vedic literature, (2) Smriti and Dharma Sastra, (3) Pur2pa and Itihasa,
(4) Philosophy, (5) Tantra, (6) Grammar and Lexicography, (7) Drama,

* Now His Highness the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir,
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Poctry and Poctics, (3} Astronemy and Astrology, <03 Ritual, J1u; Medis
cine, (11) Polizy, stc,

Since this collection was made, many of the works which appear
in manuscript form here and ars briefly noticed in  the following para-
graphs have been published outside Kashwmir.

Vediec Literature.

The only manuscript work belonging to the Vedic literature is the
Simsaﬁkalpmnantr:wh'ritti. It is written on birch bark and is a
brief commentary on ths well-known Sivasikta which is familiar to every
Brahman who performs his daily Sandhya-vandana.

Smriti and Dharmasastra.

Among the manuscript works on the subject of Smriti and
Dharmasdstra are (1) Apariditya’s commentary on Yijaavalkya, (2)
Ranaviravrataratnikara, which is a large treatise on the observance of
eeremonial fasts by the Hindus, compiled under the auspices of the
late Maharaja Ranbir Singh, (3) the Nirpayamrita by Gopiniriyana, (4)
the Vishnusmriti and (5) the Manusmriti,. The last three are written
on birch bark. The Rapaviravrataratnakara doss not appear to have
been published up to this time. An important and probably unpublished
work which needs special mention is-(6) the Maharpavanibandha. Iis
alternative title is the Karmavipaka. It appears to have been wriiten
during the reign of king Mandhatri, son of king Madana. The locality
of which Miandhatri and Madana were kings is not traceable. (7) The
Dvadasinirpaya is a small birch bark work on the astrological mesthods
of ascertaining the exact duration of the ekddusi fast.

Purana and Ktihasa.

In this section the only important manuscripts are :—(1) Hari-
varhdasangraha (on birch bark ), (2) the Bhagavata Purdna and (3)
Tulsiddsa’s Hindi Ramayana. The latter is said to have been copied
specially for the study of Maharaja Ranbir Singh. There is also (4)
the Sﬁntiparva (in four volumes) of the Mahdbhdrata with Hindi
translation and commentary. (5) The Maghamahitmya is a birch
bark manuscript and forms part of the Padmapurdpa. It details the
greatness of benefits accruing to persons who bathe daily and obscrve
fasts in the month of Magha.

Philosophy.

Another manuscript which the late Maharaja had got copied
for his own personal study is the very handsomely bound series of
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twenty voluines of the Yoga Vasishitha, with translations in  the
vernacular.

Under this heading may be noted the greut commentary on the
Yoga Satras by Patafjuli. It is written on birch bark.

" An unpublished work on Suiva Dardapa is the Iévarapratyabhij-
fidvivritti., A shorter commentary on the same work by the same
author is known as the Isvarapratvubhijidvimarshipi which has bezen
published.

Three manuscript copies of the Bhagavadgiti may be mantioned
on account of their beautiful calligraphy and coloured illustrations.
Other works deserving notice are the Yogaviasishthasira in Hindi
Ramahridaya, and Ramasitd. The latter two works are frequently used

for reading and reference by orthodox Hindus who are versed in the
Vedantic Philosophy.

There is a birch. bark manuscript copy of :the Sankhyavivritti of
Vigraharijabhatta.

Pavanavijaya and Sivastaryodayva are two works on Prinayoga.
Grammar and Lexicography.

The most notable manuscripts on Grammar are (1) Kitantralaghu-
vritti and (2) Balabodhini, The latter is written on birch bark. Both
of these are unpublished and were, until the Kashmir Pathasdlas came
under the aegis of the Punjab University, the chief grammatical text-
books of the Sanskritists of Kashmir. The first work is a commentary
by Chhuchchhukabhatta on Sarmavarman’s Kalpasatras and the szcound
is a further elaboration of thc sume by Jagaddhara Bhatta. All of these
writers were Kashinirians.

Sabdarapﬁvﬂi with translation in Hindi and Sarasvata Vvakaranu
arg two othcr manuscripts on the subject of Grammar. The first deals
with the declensmn of - nouns.” The second is a treatise on Grammar
generally, but is mcomplete Its author is Anubhiatisvarapa, of whom
nothing is known.

Drama, Poetry aud Poetics.

Under this head the most interesting work is the birch bark “manue
script commentary of Vallabhadeva on Sisupalavodha. This Vallabha-
deva was a Kashmirian. The commentary is not yet published.

The ouly work on Drama which need be mentioned is the Hasyari
nava, a humorous play by Jagadisvara.
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A remarkuble work which may be noted here, though it does not
properly belong to this section, is the Bhaktirasamritusindhu. It des-
cribes the different sentiments of love, devotion, mercy etc., as illustra-
ted by the life of Sri Krishna. This work which is probably unpublished,
hus been copied from the original manuscript now preserved in the
Rughunath Temple Library. The original is dated 1463, Vikrama Samvat,
The author is unknown.

Astrology.

The Akhetakaprashna is a curious work on Astrology and des-
eribes methods of finding out the proper time for setting out on hunting
expeditions etc. The original Sanskrit is accompanied by a Hindi
translation.

The Kaka Sastra and the Vasantardja Sakuna are, as their names
indicate, two treatises on the subject of omens etc. that may be drawn
by a persou when he comes in contact with various birds and beasts.
The latter is specially devoted to crow-lore.?

The Skandhasthiprashpa is a treatise on the subject of deriving
omens from the position of the shoulder-bone of the sacrificial goat.
The Svapnachintamani is devoted to the interpretation of dreams.

The Meghamald is an Astrologico-meteorological work stating the
planetary combinations under which rainfall may be expected and what
the consequences of such and similar combinations will be to the
people and the world at large. Its author is Meghardja.

The Ranaviravijaya is a work compiled by Visvesvara, the court
astrologer of Maharaja Ranbir Singh. It describss from an astrological
point of view the favourable times on which a king may set out on
military campaigns in order to be sure of victory.

The Lilavati of Bhaskardcharya is a manual of Arithmetic : and forms
part of the Siddhanta Siromani. It has been published.

Ritual.

The only manusctipt belonging to this class is the Sraddhakands, a
=mall manual of éraddha rites as performed in Kashmir.

Medicine.

The Rasakimadhen is an important work on the science of medi-
cille. A summary of its contents is given on page 18.

1. The word éakunu (Persian, shagtin} means, ‘augury’, while Sakuniu means ‘a bird.’
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Polity.

The Kamandaki Nit1 Sastra 1s the ouly manuseript whick uneeds
mention m this class, unless Hitopadesa 1s also included.

Tantras.

The number of Tantiic tasts in this collection as well us in that
of the late Raja Sir Ram Singh K. C. B. shows that both the Rajas
possessed very great interest m the subject. Among the notable works
that are 1 manuscript here but have been published elsewhere ure :—

(1) Sanatkumdra Tantra (2) Shatkarmadipikd (3) éyﬁmc’uahasya
(4) Saradatilaka (5) éﬁktﬁnand&tamﬂgmi (o) Guptasddhana Tantra (7)
Rudrayamala—Ilatter part only (8) Yogini Tantra (9) Mahamrvina Tautra
(10) Nirvana Tantra (11) Niruttara Tantra (12) Devimahitmya—birch
bark and papar copies, with commsntary by Nirdyana son of Nurasimha
713) Dattatreya Tantra (14) Trnpurdsirasamuchchaya of Nigabhatta
with commesntary (15) Tard Rahasya (16) Jaandrnava Tautra (17)
Kularnava Tantra (18) Kamaratna Tantra (19) Kakshaputa by Siddha
Nigiarjuna (20) Indra Jila.

The texts that do not appear to have besn published, at least n
the Devandgan script, are 16 in number. The summaries of their con-
tents are given 1n the following pages.

Miscellaneous.

The Ahmikapaddhati is a sort of Rules of Conduct to be daily
obsecrved by the princes of Maharaja Ranbir Singh’s family. For brief
contents of this very interesting work see page 20.

Padatisikshi, Rayantribhydsa, Rayantrasikshi and Samudrika-
$1kshd are manuals of military drill and nifle practice for the use of
the Kashmir army. The intention of the Maharaja was to impart such
knowledge as far as possible 1n the Hind: language and replace the
English terms of command by Sanskrit ones of lis own invention.

A noteworthy manuscript in the collection is a fragmentary copy of
the Kathasaritsagara.



SUMMARIES OF IMPORTANT MANUSCRIPTS

TANTRA.

The Tauntras like the Vedas aie regurdsd by the orcholdos as
ievelations.  They fall into five classes :—(1) Bharava, m which the
deiy of woiship 18 Siva m any of his forms; (2) Sakta m which the
Devi Parvati, peisonrfizd as Sakt1 o1 Power m any of hsr aspects, 1s
the subject of woiship , (3) Vaishnava, m which Vishnu or any of his
incarnations 1s the deity of worship; (4) Sawma m wlich Sarya, the
Sun-God 1s the object of woiship ; and (5) Ganapatya, in which Ganesa
1 the preswding dety.

I. Gandharva Tantra.
The Gandharva Tantia s a Sikta Tantra, as the deity whoste
worslup 1t enjons 1s Tripurasundari, the goddess who is the ¢ Beauy
of the three worlds.”

The royal sage Visvamitra witnessing the extraordinary psyclic
powers of his Brahman rival Vasishtha approached the great rishi
Dattatreya and expressed his dissatisfaction at the fruitlessness of his
austerities, costly sacrifices and gifts, and recitation of elaborate
mantras. The latter in order to remove Ilus distress undertook to
itiate lnm mto the mysterious lore of érivxdyﬁ, which, h= said, had
been commumcnted to him by Nandikesvara, who had heard it m a
dialogue between Siva and Parvati.

The term bnudya 15 used to describe both the famous fifteen-
syllabled mantia ( pafichadasi ) and the sixteen syllabled mancra
( shodasi ). By coutemplation on the mantra in the prescribed way
the devotee (sidhaka) 1s saixd to be able to secure the enjoyments
(bhoga) of both this world and heaven, as well as salvation ( moksha ).
There are two principal ways of upfsand : bahya (outer ) and antah
(inner). The bahya upasani 1s performed 1n the usual way with physical
materials such as flowers etc. Its chief distinguishing feature 1s the pre-
paration of a yantra—the well-known Sr1~cha.kra., a diagram composed
of interlaced triangles whose number 1s forty-three. This 15 also
called the apar3-puajad ( not-transcendental worship ) as distinguished
from the antah (inner) or para (transcendental worship). The latter 13
purely Kundahni yoga, a wonderful system of physico-psychic culture
by which the aspirant attains t&d&tmya (that-same-ness) or aikibhava
(oneness) with his ishtadevatd, the deity of his meditations, who in
the case of Gandharva Tantra is the Devi Tripurasundari. The chief
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feature of this worship, if it may bs o called, is prandyama and its
attendant practices, by which the Kundalini Sukti, the Serpent Power
or Coiled Foree said to be locaced in tiie Mulddndra at the buse of the
epinui column, is awukened or cufolded und led Dy degrees to the
Sulusrara padma, ¢ Thousand-petulied Lotus, ¥«  spiritcual  centre
supposed to be locuted in the cerebrum. There is « third, & mixed form
of pija, known as the pardpard, the outer und inner combined, which
ig prescribed for the devotoe who aspires ufter liberution without giving
up or wishing to give up worldly enjoymsuts. The greacest Sicdhaka of
th> par@pard pajd is said to have been SrT Krishpa, whils thut of pura
pajd is Siva. The apard pdja is intended for those whose desircs ara
centercd round the enjoyments of this world and the next.

2. Radha Tantra.

This Tantra like the Gandharva is said to have been revealed by
Siva to Parvati. The story refers to the propagation of Kulachira, the
left hand path of Saktism, by Krishpa., Itis said that Vishnu once
worshipped the Devi for a long time. When she appeared bzefore him
she communicated to him the thirty-lettered mantra. It however seems
that this mantra by itself was not sufficient to enable him to obtain the
psychic powers (siddhis) he was in scarch of. Thase siddhis so
difficult to obtain are, the Devl said, comparatively easily attainable if
She is worshipped according to the forms proper to the Kuldchira, the
chief fcature of which is the presence of a dué, a lady who is con-
versant with and eligible for participation in the rit=s. Th-refore
Padmini (probably Lakshmi hersclf), an attendant of the goddess, ofer-
cd to go down to the world of mortals to facilitate Vishnu's worship
of Tripuri in consonance with the Kula rites. Thus Vishpu and
Padmini took birth in Mathura as Krishna and Ridha to perform
and, as the Tantra says, to illustrute the practice, principles, and
results of the left hand form of Sakti worship.

The predominant feature of the Vima marga, the left hand path of
Tantrism, is worship with the five Ma-karas: wine, woman, maat, fish,
and mudrd (mystic signs and postures of the hands ctc.).

3. Matrikabhedatantra.

This Tantra like the foregoing ones owes its origin to Siva. The
Devi asks how in the Kali-kdla (the present Dark Age) it is possible to
perform the worship of Tripurdi when gold, precious stones, and other
materials with which alone such worship could be conducted are

S0 scarce and costly. Siva in addition to describing the different
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methods of chemical or, more correctly speaking, alchemical transforma-
tions of quick-silver for the purposcs of utilising it in the transmutation
of mectals, describes a number of peculiar rites regarding the consecra-
tion of wine and the production of male offspring, speaks in praise of
ceremoninl wine—glrinking in a skull, and reveals the methods of the
preparation of a Siva-linga from quick-silver etc.

The signification of the name Matrikibhedatantra seems to be
doubtful. It may either be rcsolved inte Matrika-bheda or Matrika.
abheda. In the first case the term may mcan the “Tantra devoted to the
Great Mother (Saktl Tripurasundari) from whom all varieties (bheda)
of Saktis (forces) are derived.” The second meaning is that the Tantra is
devoted to the worship of Sakti-Matrika into whom all other Saktis arc
indissolubly (abhedena) absorbed. The deity whose sworship is
enjoined in the Tantra is Tripurasundari.

4. Uddamaresvara Tantra.

This Tantra is a purely secular text. No mention is anywhere
made regarding the means of salvation or attainment of diving joys.
The whole of it is exclusively devoted to the preparation of drugs and
the excrcise of the mantric powers for acquiring the good things of life,
such as freedom from wvarious diseases, prescrving the foetus of a pre-
gnant woman, counteracting the injurious effects of snake bite, bring-
ing under control of goblins, witches, and other preternatural beings ;
nlso for the acquisition of magic sandals, the power of making omneself
invisible, and of extemporising verses, etc. Magical methods of killing
one’s cnemies, causing madness, blindness, unconsciousness. etc. arc
also described.

In the colophon this Tantra is described as forming part of the
Rudrayamalatantra.

5. Kamakhyd Tantra.

This Tantra asserts for itself a divine origin, but does not contain
anything very interesting apart from its dedication to the Goddess
Kamakhyi who is worshipped in Assam. Ka&makhyd is a form of Kali.
The text devotes o special chapter to the worship of the Devi with the
five Ma-karas ( see anie).

6. S'aktisahgama Tantra.

This Iarge text is full of the scribe’s errors. Its spccial interest lies
in its mentioning the two schools of Sakti worship known as the
Kadimata and Hadimata. The former represents the left hand school,
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in which the chief object of worship js the Goddess. Kali, and which
not only allows but enjoins practices that under ordinary circumstances
would be considered extremely objectionable. Hadimata on the con-
trary represents the right hand school in which the most transcendental
philosophy and devotion of the highest order is associated with the
worship of the Sakti. The right hand school docs doubtless posssss an
claborate ritual, but there is nothing in it which would not bzar the
light of day. The same cannot, unfortunately, bz said of the left hand
school. Among the varietics of this latter school are mentionsd the
Mahanila Krama, MahZchina Krama, Gandharva Krama, Chhinna-
mastd Krama, Bhairava Krama, Bagalamukhi Krama, Mahardja Krama,
Bhuvanesvari Krama, Kamala Krama, Dliamavati Krama, and Brahma-
mirga Krama.

The followers of this sect are said to have the privilege of not
being polluted by Sataka, the cercmonial impurity on the occasions
of birth and death in high caste Hindu households. Various kinds of
Yoga, c. g., Dhyanasakti yoga, Kilayoga, Balakalpa, Latdayoga, Brahma
yoga, Rahasya yoga, etc. are described.

Last of all is related the way of consecration of a corpse to be used
as a seat in the course of performance of the rites, and of a skull to be
used as a pot for offering oblations etc.

7. Kramadipika.

In Kramadipika the Tantric worship of Krishna Gopila is described
in detail. A peculiarity of this Tantra, perhaps of this branch of Tantras,
is that it makes no distinctions and lays down no conditions for the
aspirant. No matter what one’s caste or colour or sex may be, one is
eligible for participation in the worship, provided one has the initia]
qualification of devotion to Krishna.

8. Devirahasya.

Devirahasya forms part of the great Rudrayimala Tantra. It is
divided into two parts. The first part deals with the performance of
Dikshd, an elaborate sacrifice by which the performer builds for himself
a new spiritual (mantramaya) body, gets rid of his accumulated past
karmas (safichitakarma) and at the end of his current life automatically
attains either salvation or a divine body (through which he partakes of
celestial joys) according as his Diksha has been performed from a Mum-
ukshu'’s or a Bubhukshu's point of view'!. This Tantra in spiteof its

(1) Mumukshu is an aspirant after pure salvation; Bubhukshu, on the other hand
is a person who hankers after enjoyments whether earthly or celestial
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name, which ought to confine its contents to the clucidation of the
mysteries of the Devi's worship alone, deals with the mantras and
worship of a number of other gods and goddesses. In the first partin
addition to the revelation of the Sakta mantras, the mantras of Siva
and Vishpu arc also revealed. It must bc understood that the
mere knowledge of a mantra does not endow the student with
any particular power. The text thercfore narrates how the mantra is
to be “unlocked” or “ unbalted ” which makes it ready for usc and thon
how it is to be vivified, when alone it can bz put to use. The different
diagrams pertaining to the mantras, ths reason why a mantra should
hwve a rishi and a chhanda, and the way the Bhairava is to bg brought
under control are also described. The origin and purification of wine-
etc. are described in the first part, while the second is entirely devoted
to the pafich@ngas of the five deities, Ganapati, Sarya, Lakshmi,
Nirdyana, Mrityufijaya and Durgd. Pafichanga consists of the five
factors of worship viz. (1) a hymn in praise of the particular God, (2) his
thousand names, (3) the preparation of the diagram and the revelation
of the mantra, (4) the kavacha or armour prepared by invoking ths
saveral protective aspects of the deity and placing cach of them as a
sort of guard on parts of the Sddhaka’s body and (5) the ritual of
worship.

One pafichanga is missing from the manuscript.
9. Gayatri Tantra.

This small text describes, as the name indicates, the worghip of
Gayatri and belongs to the right-hand path ( dakshina marga) of Sakti
worship. It is related that Ganeda heard this Tantra from Siva and
acting under His orders, communicated it to the Brahmans of Siddha-
srama. The worship of Giyatri is described in detail. Not only has
the whole mantra a presiding goddess ( the Gayatri embodicd), but
every one of its twenty-four letters has a distinctive colour, a sprcial
place (ny3sa) in the body of the Sadhaka (for his acquiring a
mantramaya or spiritual body), and a special presiding deity. An
interesting feature of Gayatri warship as described in this Tantra is
that it must be preceded by the paja of Siva-linga,

IO. Todala Tantra.

In the Todala Tantra Siva describes to Parvati the ten M ahividyas
( great goddesses of supreme knowledge ) and the corresponding Bhai-
rava of each goddess. Each of the goddesses is identified with one. qf
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the ten Avataras of Vishnu, e. g., Tard with Matsya, Bagalimukhi with
Karma, Dhamavati with Vargha, Kali with Krishna and so on. Thus
it will be seen that this text does not extol and enjoin the worship
of one particular god or goddess, but of a number of deitics who, being
the manifestations of the same supreme spirit, are capable of bzstowing
upon their respective devotees, the same benefits and powers.

The prasada mantra, the syllable Him, is described. It is io be
understood in the case of these mantras that though they are supposed
to be the vehicles of force, they are considered to be powerless unless
endowed with chaitanya (life or consciousness). This can only
be achieved by pranayama and by uncoiling and raising to the
Sahasrara of the force known as the Kundalini, which is supposed to
reside in the Maladhara, near the base of the spinal column.

1. Kankalamalini Tantra.

This Tantra owes its name to the fact of Kali being its presiding
deity. Kankalamalini, wearer of a garland of skulls, is one of the titles
of Kali, It belongs to what is known as the Dakshin@mnaya which is
described in detail in the first Ahnika of Abhinavagupta’s Tantraloka.
It is stated there that Siva in the form of Svachchhanda delivered six
Zmnayas or systems of Tautric philosophy through his six mouths.
The amnaya to which this Tantra belongs was delivered by his right
(dakshina) mouth. The various mantras of Kali and the six ceutres of
power (shat-chakra) are described in this work.

12. Brihan-Nila Tantra.

This text begins with “Homage to Tard” and contains the mantras
of Nila-Sarasvati, and the rites of initiation of the neophyte who
aspires to her worship. The appellation Nila in connection with,
Sarasvati and dedication of the text to Tara seem to me to indicate
that the ritual, before its present Hindu Tantric garb was given to it
was connected with the worship of the Buddhist Goddess Nila-T@ra.
Apart {rom this fact this Tuntra does not contuin anything in which it
materially differs {from ths doctrines and practices of other similur
treatises. Chapter VII describes how a favour otice granted to a person

.may be withdrawn, and chapter IX deals with the subjugation to one's
will of the Vetdla or Vira, the Guardian deity of the cremation ground.

13. Srividyarnava.

Srividyarpava is a very important Tantric work by the sannyasi
Vidyaranys, the pupil of Pragalbhacharya, who was himself the pupil
of Vishnu Surm3, the pupil of the great Sunkuricharaya.
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The author states that he wus regent during the minority of Prince
Ambadeva, whose father, Praudhadeva, had died before his birth. The
cause of the fx 1ther s death is recounted thus. Lakshmana, one of the
14 pupils of Sri Sankaracharaya, was wandsring about as an ascetic
when Praulhadeva invited him to his own capital and accorded him a
princely welcome. A special house with all that was necessary for his
comfort was given to him. Once a number of merchants from foreign
parts presented some costly pieces of cloth to the King, who handed
them over to Lakshmana. Ths latter taking th=m to his house,. lit a
sacrificial fire and burnt them as an offering to the Devi. The king
hearing of this incident waxed wroth and demanded the return of his
present. Lakshmana prayed to the Devito let him have the fabrics
back. The Devi acceded to his request. Lakshmana, thereupon sent
back to the king his gift, and inflicting the curse of childlessness on him
because he had demanded back a gift given to a Brahman, left
the place for Dakshin@-patha. The repentant king followed and tried to
appease him. Ths result of his efforts was that Lakshmana relented so
fur as to say that he would have a son, but would not derive any enjoy-
msent from him ; and so the king died when his wife became enciciie.

After the king's death and during the infancy of Prince Ambadeva
his son, Vidy8ranys, then probably a houssholder and connected in
some capacity with the royal family, became the regent. During his
tegency he founded a new city, Srividyanagari, at a cost of over 12
erores (coin not mentioned).

When Ambadeva came of age, Vidyaranya retired and, at the
tequest of the scholars present in the king's court, began to write his
magnum opus, the Srividyarpava. His purpose in writing it was to
define the respective limits of the Kadimata and Kalimata of the
Tantric ritual so that the practices of the followers of the two systems
might not get mixed up and lead to confusion, and thereby detract from
the siddhis resulting {from the up@sana. In the introduction the author
states that the main difference between the Kadimata and the Kalimata
is that the former is a system of up@sand, the aim of which is the attain-
ment by the Sadhaka of spiritual identity with the Devi Madhumati,
while the aim of the latter is the attainment of spiritual identity with
the Devi Malini. The four most important andthe best known
works of the Kadimata are said to be Tuntrarfjn, Matrikérpava,
Tripurdarnava and Yoginihridaya An interesting statement in the
author’s introduction is that the systems of Tantra at present [i. e., in
the author’s time] in vogue have all been propagated by Sunkurd-
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charya. Upto that time, according to the author, the succession of
Gurus was a very limited one, as no Guru had more than one pupil. But
Sailkarﬁchirya had fourteen pupils, five of whom were Bhikshus (monks)
and nine, houssholders. Thsse persons were initiated into different
mantras and different systems of upfisand; and as they settled in
different parts of ths country, there was naturally some diversity in the
systcms of ritual followed in different regions. The namss of ths five
Bhikshis were Sauk&m, Padmapida, Bodha, Girvana and Anandatirtha ;
and those of the householders were Sundara, Vishnusarma, Lakshmana,
Mallikarjuna, Trivikrama, Sndhcxra, Kapardi, Ksdava, and Dameodara.
They were put in charge of ths various mathas, pithas, and upapithas
instituted by Sankara. Vishnusarma’'s pupil was Pragalbh@icharya and
the latter’s pupil was Vidyaranya, author of ths present treatise.

A very interesting feature of the Tantra is the mention of the
presiding deities of the six csntres of the Sushumni. They are
Navatmesvara, Dvipesvara, Samvartakesvara, Hamsesvara, Visvesvara,
and Paramesvara, respectively ( beginning with the Maladhara ), and
arg the same as thoss mentioned in the famous Hymn, Saundaryalahars,
ascribed to Sfmlﬂracharya. himself. The worship of the rashmis, rays
of power [ $akti ], emanating from the presiding deities, is described in
great detail. The total number of rays in all the chakras is 360.

The mantra of worship is the Sholasi and the deity is Tripura-
sundari. A curious feature of the Sholasi mantra is the number of
versions (about thirty) in which it is preserved. The most famous
recension is that of Lopamudrd which was the one favoured by
Sankara himself, since he has made mention of it in the Saundaryalahari.

The upasana of the érmdya belongs to the Urdhvamnays, that is to
say, it is supposed to have been inculcated by the uppermost head of Siva.

14. S’ivatﬁnglava with Commentary.

The text belongs to what is known as the Yantra Sastra, the
science of magic diagrams which may be worshipped, worn as amulets;
or launched forth as offensive weapons. Ths difference between the
exercise of psychic powers through mantras and yantras is, that while
a yantra engraved on a thin plate of copper, silver or gold, or simply
written on a piece of birch bark can be given to the person for whom
divine protection or divine anger is invoked, the mantra cannot be
imparted except to a regularly initiated pupil. The adept alone can
use a mantra. The yantra, though drawn and invested with magic
power by an adept can be used by any one, who need not necessarily
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be an initiate. But the power of ihs yautra is strictly limited. Itis
efficacious only in the case of the person for or against whom it is
intended and for the particular purpose for which it is intended. Thus
a yantra which is capable of ridding a person of his enemies is power-
less to procure him wealth or offspring, All the cousonants in Deva
Nagari alphabet except n and n have numerical values, the two
exceptions n and n being counted as zero. The value of conjunct
consonants is determined by their last member. Vowels are not count-
ed. The mantra which consists of a number of syllables is resolved into
figures which are arranged into squares of four, five or more—each
according to the convenience of the arrangement ; but care must be
taken that the total of the figures in each row of squares, no matter
whether taken vertically, horizontally or diagonally, is the same. The
commentator, Nila Kantha, is specially interesting when he attempts
to ¢ diagramise ” some of the Vedic mantras, thereby trying to establ-
ish the contention that it is not only the Tantric but also the Vedic
mantras that lend themselves to being reduced to yantras, and that,
in other words, the Tantras have their roots in the Vedas.

The original work, éivat’a’,r,lé,la.va, is ascribed to Dakshin@murti, a
semi-divine form of Siva. The commentary has been written by oue
Choudhri Nila Kantha in the Saka Samvat 1602 (A. D. 1680). It is
named Aniparamai, after Andp Singh, the ruler of Bik@ner (?) in whose
reign it was written. The genealogy of Anip Singh is traced back to
a few generations.

15. Ghata Yoga.

This incomplete text forms part of a large work known as the
Gheranda Sarbhitd. Unlike the preceding text it does not aspire to
the distinction of « divine origin, but frankly cotifesses to being a
compilation by a sage called Gheranda. It describes some forms of
pranayoga (control of breath), and generally follows the practice laid
down in the Hathayogapradipikd. The system of Yogu described
in this fragmentary text iz called Ghatayoga from thc root ghat
meaning ¢ to join, mix up,” because prana, apana, nada, bindu, jivAtma
ahd Param3tma act in unison while the sadhaka is engaged in this
yoga. Possibly also the body in which prana etc. move and have
their being is likened to a ghata (a jar). '

16. Bhaktirasamritasindhu.

This is a large devotional work with Krishpa as its hero und deity.
In it the various forms which Bhakti may take and under which &
devotee can worship his god, are described in detail.
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ASTROLOGY.
1. Skandhasthiprashna.

This work has a curious history. In the prologuz th: author,
the astrologer Visvesvara ( who is still living ) states that Maharaja
Ranbir Singh’s curiosity was excited by a foreigner's (the foreigner
was probably a Persian or an Arab ) relating to him thz methods of
augury prevalent in his own country . He accordingly had the main
treatise on the subject brought over to Kashmir. This was translated
into Sanskrit by Visvesvara and named Skandh3sthiprashpa. He
states that this system of astrology was first propagated by the famous
physician Lukman and that he was by its means able to read the
secrets of the past, present and future. His enemics fearing his
knowledge had his books torn to shreds and thrown into a river.
The very rough treatment meted out to ths books, far from destroy-
ing the knowledge they contained, only served ‘to pressrve itin a
more permanent form. The books got dissolved in water which was
drunk by some sheep. Henceforth, ths whole spacies of sheep, or
more particularly their shoulder-bones, became the repositories of the
science of augury. The translator himself seems to be aware of the
manifest absurdity of this legend, but consoles himself with the reassur-
ing belief that everything is possible through the agency of Maya.

Augury is drown from the position and other conditions of the
shoulder-tones of the sheep which is sacrificed.

2. Kakadastra.

This treatise describes the auguries to be drawn from the move-
ments of crows. It is a compilation, the first part comprising “crow
lore” according to Garga, and the second part according to Gautama.

3. Svapnachintamani.

Svepnachintamani is 2 manual on the interpretation of dreams. It
has been composed by Deva, son of Durlabhardja. Drcams are
classified into nine varieties, the last thres only of which, those
inspired (1) by the Gods, (2) by the dreamer’s own previous sing
or (3) by his merits, are said to afford a clue for unravelling
the mystery of the events to come. Day dreams are not suitable for this
kind of investigation. It is further stated that the dreams of the first
quarter of tha night bear fruit after an interval of one year, those of
the second after six months, those of ths third after three months,
while those of the last quarter fructify immediately. The means of
warding off the evils indicated by dreams are also mentioned.
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4. Ranpaviravijaya.

Ranaviravijaya is the name of a compilation by the astrologer
Visvesvara. The originals from which its various parts or subjccts are
drawn are (1) Rajavijaya (2) Mukundavijaya (3) Satruparibhava (4)
Yuddhajayarpava and (5) Narapatijayacharya. The compiler has also
added a Hindi commentary to the text. The object of this bulky work
(consisting of 282 Inrge leaves written on both sides) is to give a dctail-
cd description of the signs and omcns which ensure the victory of an
army in battle, the days on which proceeding on campaigns in parti-
cular directions is to be avoided, the various methods, empirical and
otherwise, by which the result of a conflict betwcen two persons or
armics can be foretold, and the undertaking of an action in accordance
with breathing through one or the other nostril (the timec when a
man breathes through the right nostril being considered auspicious for
hard and mercilcss actions such as war or infliction of punishment,
ctc, the time when a man. breathes through the left nostril, for other
works, and the time when a man breathes through both the nostrils,
altogether inauspicious). The various methods of taking by storm a
city, or a fortress, built in water or on a mountain, are alse described.
Ways of ascertaining beforehand the weather conditions of a campaign
are mentioned. The qualifications of a commander—-in-chief are
narrated. The qualities, methods of manufacture,and cleaning and
keeping, of arms in a serviccable condition are described. Methods of
aiming at flying objects, and hitting animals which are heard but not
seen, are stated. If the king himself is to take part in battle, magical
means for ensuring his safety are given.

The work concludes with a chapter from the Mahabharata in
praise of war.

5. Akhetaka Prashna.

The work describes some astrological methods of finding the proper
time of going out on hunting expeditions and of finding good sport,
It is accompanied by a Hindi translation and must have been written
in Maharaja Ranbir Singlh’s time.

RITUAL.
1. Sraddhakandi.

This little birch bark manuscript gives a short dcscription of the
Sriddha ritual as performed in Kashmir. It is traditionally ascribed to
the Rishi Laug@kshi and belongs to a $8kha of Yajurveda, Sraddha in
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Kashmir is a much more elabarate affair than that which is current in
the plains of India. Three kinds of Sraddha are described : Nitya,
Kamya and Parvana. Ths first is the daily tarpana at which oblations
generally of water, are given not only to the manss, but to all beings
visible or invisible. Ths sacoud, Kamya, is performasd on such days as
the lunar or solar eclipss etc., when oblations are given to twelve pitris,
the three immediate male and three female ancestors on the father’s
side and the same on the mother’s sids. This sraddha is performed with
a view to obtain children, wealth and other desirable objects {rom or
through the intercession of the manes. Parvana Sraddha is performed
on the death anniversary of any particular person.

2. Vivahapaddhati.

The ritual of marriage horein dsscribsd is that of the Satras
generally followed in India. The Kaghmir form of marriage is slightly
different from this and is based on Laugakshi sitras.

3. Ranaviravrataratnakara

This manuscript of nsarly 1500 largs leaves is devoted to the
determination of ths parvan or holy days in the year and the merit
accruing to the orthodox by the observance of fasts and the perform-
ance of appropriate religious ceremonies on such days. It was;s
compiled by a large staff of Pandits under ths direction of Pandit Shiv
Shankar in Samvat 1922, The versss are the composition of Navya
Chandi Das, a resident of a village near Kurukshetra. This work be-
gins with the genealogy of Maharaja Ranbir Singh traced by the poet
Chandi Das to the Sun, ths tutelary deity of the solar race of Rajputs.
It is divided into three parts, the first giving a very minute description
of the holidays in the months of Chaitra to Ashiiha, the second from
Sriv:ma to Asvina, and the third from Kartika to Phalguna.

4 Maharpava Nibandha.

This again is a lagge work compiled under the auspices of a king
namasd Mandhatri, son of Madanapala, whoss gensalogy is traced to
some generations in the baginning of the work. It attempts to prescribe
such remsdies as fasting, hsaring of sacrad texts, giving gifts to Brah-
mans, etc. for diseasss and natural defacts of body and mind, which are
supposed to be due to a person's sinful deads in previous births. The
work is incomplete. The name of the author has not been found in the
portion that is availuble. :
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MEDICINE.
Rasa Kamadhenu,

The Rasak@madhenu is a large compilation on the science of Ayur-
veda as practised in ancient India. The compiler’'s nams is Chadamani.
No information concarning him bzyond his namz is available from the
work. The work is dividad into four parts. Ths first is devoted to ths
medical practitionsr’s tools and materials ; ths szcond to ths collection
of metals and minsrals of which mazdicinss arc to bz mads, ths third to
tha “killing” [ that is to say, chomical resolution into a substancs which
can be assimilated by tha human systsm and producs useful results ] of
quicksilver ; and thz fourth to the diagnosis of diseases and prescription

. of remedies for tham. The tools are mainly those that are ncceassary for
compounding drugs, such as pestle and mortor, pincers, blowing tubso
etc. The minerals are mica, quicksilver, sulphur, hartdl, $ilajatu etc.
The mctals arc gold, silver, copper etc. For madicinal purposes they are
reduced to ashes or a liquid form and taken in very minute doses.

GRAMMAR.
1. Kitantralaghuvritti. 2. Balabodhinivritti.

Katantra sitras formed until a few years ago ths chicf grammaticul
study of the Kashmir Brahmans. These sfitras are more or less clemont-
ary and afford a vary easy key to the acquisition of the Sanskrit
language. The tradition relating to them is as follows.

A king and hig quzen were ons day playing in water.  The queen
was proficient in Sanskrit, while ths king was not.  Hs> went on con-
tinually throwing wuater on har. She got tired and cried to him
“Modakam dzhi” (m3 udakam d»hi), 1. ¢. “Don’t throw water on ms.”
Tho king instead of dissolving ths first compound word considered it as
a simple word meaning “sweets” ( modaka ) and had a basketful of
sweetmeats brought for hzr. Ths quzen s»nt it away with a disdainful
smile at the king's ignorance, which annoyed him to such an extent that
hy at ouce resolved upon learning Sanskrit immodiatsly. On his
enquiring if there was any ane capable of leading him to a knowledge of
Sangkrit by a short cut, a schola? nam=d S;mrm'warm’a‘.chiryn. offercd his
scrvices. He prepared ths Katantra satras, which really * are much
easicr ta learn than the great Ashtadhyayi of Panini.

Chhuchchhukabhatta wrote a short commentary on them which came
to be known as the Katantralaghuvritti.
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Later on, Jagaddhara Bhatta, the author of the well known
Stutikusum@iijali, wrote a more elaborate commentary for the benefit
of his son, Yasodhara, which he called the Balabodhinivritti.

LITERATURE.

1. Sisupalavadna with Vallabhadeva’s
Commentary.

This is a large birch bark manuscript of Vallabhadeva’s commentary
on ths famous poem, Siéupilavadhn. Vallabhadeva was a Kashmiri
poet angd was the great-grandson of one Anandadeva of whom nothing
is known. It appears from Vallabhadeva's frequent references to the
Grammar of Panini that this Grammar was more widely read in Kashmir
in those days than it was in recont yeurs when Katantra had almost
entirely superseded it.

2. Harivamsasapgraha,

This birch bark manuscript is an abbreviated edition of the well-
known Harivamsa, in which the gensalogy of ths princes of the Yadu
race is given with much detail. As a nunber of pages both at the be-
ginning and at the cnd are lost, it is not possible to discover the authoax
of this summary.

PHILOSOPHY.

® @

Utpaladeva in the beginning of the tenth century A. D. composed
the Pratyabhijfid Sutras, also a vivritti and a tik8 on them. Later on,
to be more preciss, in 4115 Kali cra,i. e. 1015 A. D., Abhinavagupta,
the disciple of his disciple Lakshmanagupta wrote his Isvarapra-
tyabhijfidvivrittivimarshini, which is a more elaborate exposition of the
Pratyabhijiid Satras. In this work the author has not only elucidated
many of the knottier problems which Utpala had imperfectly ex-
plained, but hs has also reconciled fhe apparent inconsitencies be-
tween the latter’'s vrvritti and tikd. The subject-matter of the work is
the attainment of Sivﬁdvaita, oneness with Siva. In fact the
Pratyabhijfid Switras contend that the phenominal world hak no indipend-
ent existence apart from the Saktyollﬁsa, the « display of the power " of
Siva, and that, therefore, the natural state of man is union with Siva.



MISCELLANEOUS.
1. Padatisiksha.

Padatistksha is a tmlingual Infantry Manual written under the
directions of Maharaja Ranbir Singh. The Maharaja’s intention was to
replace the English terms of command etc. by their equivalents 1n Sans-
krit. The English terms with their Sanskrit equivalents are explained
in, Hindi, The first part of the work 1s devoted to the drill of foot
soldiers ; the second to the disposition of troops in battle and general
musters (this 1s called samudaya (?) siksha); the third, Rayantrabhyasa,
1s devoted to the care of nifles ( rayantra ) and nifle dnll.

2 Ahnikapaddhati.

The term Ahmkapaddhati hterally translated means ¢ daily
practice.” It was written by the order of Maharaja Ranbu Singh by
Navya Chanlidas, a Pandit of Kuiukshetra, in the service of the Maha-
raja. Itis a treatise on what a prince ought to do every day from the
time he leaves his bed in ths early morning to ths tims he retires for
the might, It was prepared for ths benefit and obsarvance of the
princes of the Maharaja’s family. It enjoins that a prince should leave
his bed at sunriss, parform his ablutions, dress, start for nding
exercise, and keep himsslf physically fit by swinging clubs etc. On Ins
return from opzn air c<ercisc he should study for soms time, then take
his meals : this would be about noon. Aftsr that hs should attend
the king’s court and participate in the admuustrative business of the
day. Whsn ths court adjourns he should go to inspect the army and
submit a report ta tha king, his father, on the condition of the troops.
Then he should take his evening exercise. Hunting 18 specially
recommended, because it affords ths prince opportunitics of sceing
different places. In the evening before retirmg he should have the
stories of great kings read out to him and model lus conduct upon
theirs.

This little work presents a noteworthy cxample of what an en-
hghtened Hindu ruler of the old type wished his children to be, and
what he considered to be the ideal of Hindu kingship.
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Vicars mala

Vicara Sagara

Vidagdha mukhamandans
Vidyarnavs tantra

Vidya Sundara

Vimala Vinaya Ramarti
Viramitradaya

Virs Simhavaloka
Vigistadvaitadhikarnamaild
Visnupanjara stotre

Visnu Purana

Visnu Sahasranam i
Visnu Sahasranimavlia

[x]

Visnu Smriti
Visnusmrit1 paryays
Visnu Stava
Vivadarnavsa etu
Vivaha Kritya

Vivahs paddhati
Viveka Cudamani
Vratvirka

Vriddha dnarma purana
Vrindavana Sataka
Vrindavana Yamaka
Vrisa Kalpadruma
Vritta ratnakara

Vritti prabhakara
Vyakaranopa kramanika
Vyasadhikarna mala
Vyasa Smriti
Vyavahara maytkha

Y

Yanavalkysa smrit:
Yamasmribi
Yamunastaks

Yant a cintamani

Yat: pancaka

Yavana cikitsi gra .tha
Yavuna

Yoga Siddhanta

Yoga Sikhopanisat

Yogs $ikhopanisat dipika
Yoga tattvopanisab

Yogs tattvopanisat dipika
Yogs Vasista

Yogiai tantra



